
 

 

  

The coronavirus (Covid-19) crisis has 

impacted all of our lives, and the YCA 

is no exception. 

 

Lockdown meant the suspension of 

face-to-face meetings but also (due 

to the postponement of the 2020 

elections for Mayor of the West 

Midlands) a break in the YCA’s 

project to develop a manifesto for 

young people that would be used to 

engage mayoral candidates.  

 

The YCA has adapted to this 

challenging context and held regular 

virtual meetings since 1 April. Their 

new focus has been to connect with 

young people during the crisis and 

help to shape  the  region’s recovery. 

 

Round up of Young Combined Authority (YCA) activity, March – June 2020 

 

Research shows that young people will be one of 

the hardest hit groups by Covid-19. Even in the 

short term, the YCA membership includes people 

who have experienced the challenges and 

scenarios below: 
 

- Directly suffered from Covid-19 

- A Levels cancelled 

- Sat university exams remotely 

- Beginning their careers / job hunting 

- Are or have family who are key workers 

- Recently self-employed (ineligible for support) 

- Taking care of themselves, friends or family 

- Are from BAME communities. 

Impact of the Covid-19 crisis on young people 

 

The YCA have noted key reports 

about the impact on young people: 

 

Research by the  IFS found that the 

under 25’s will be disproportionately 

hit by the crisis in the labour market.  

This was supported by the Princes 

Trust whose research found almost 

1/3 young people say their future 

prospects have been damaged. 

 

Beatfreeks’ Take the Temperature 

report shined the light on the wider 

challenges experienced by young 

people during the pandemic, from 

increased pressures on mental 

wellbeing to disruptions in education. 

https://www.ifs.org.uk/publications/14791
https://twitter.com/PrincesTrust/status/1262314524394369024
https://twitter.com/beatfreeks/status/1257988982081835008
https://twitter.com/beatfreeks/status/1257988982081835008


 

  

Listen the YCA’s debut 

podcast on mental health: 

https://twitter.com/Emerson

_jh02/status/1264074860986

339328 

The YCA also ran an ambitious campaign for Mental 

Health Awareness Week. This included asking people to 

share their artwork through #QuarantineCreates (as 

featured on BBC WM!) and the YCA’s first podcast. 

The YCA’s initial focus has been on developing 

ways to use their social media channels to 

engage young people during the lockdown. 

This has included: 

 

- Updates from Government Guidelines: 

raising awareness of Covid-19 guidelines 

- #YCAPositiveNews – a Friday feature to 

share good news from the region and beyond 

- #HowAreYouCoping? – encouraging people 

to talk about their mental wellbeing 

- #YCANewsYouMightHaveMissed: news 

updates that were eclipsed by Covid-19. 

YCA Response to Covid-19: round up of social media activity 

  

https://twitter.com/Emerson_jh02/status/1264074860986339328
https://twitter.com/Emerson_jh02/status/1264074860986339328
https://twitter.com/Emerson_jh02/status/1264074860986339328


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shaping the Region’s Recovery from Covid-19 

  

The YCA is increasingly 

turning its focus to how it 

could help shape the 

region’s recovery from 

Covid-19. 

 

The plan is to ‘work smart’ –

connecting with WMCA 

activity and infrastructure to 

use the YCA platform to 

advocate for young people. 

By influencing what is 

already in train, the aim is to 

have a bigger influence on 

the future of our region. 

Supporting positive mental 

health – the region is 

entering a recovery phase, 

but so are people… 

Helping the homeless. We need 

to make sure that a return-to-

normal does not mean a return 

to rough sleeping. 

Public transport! 

Reopening schools 

means catching 

the bus… 

How can this be an opportunity for 

universities and employers to work 

together – so students are attracted to 

study and know there will be good 

employment opportunities? 

Proactively addressing 

youth unemployment! 

The wider 

impacts of 

domestic 

violence… 

Digital! Staying ahead 

of the curve… and 

making sure 

communities are 

connected. 
YCA members have talked 

about key challenges and 

impacts of Covid-19 facing 

the region, and discussed 

which areas they think could 

matter most… 

Stay up to date… 

 

Twitter: @wmyoungboard 

Instagram: @wmyoungboard     

Website: www.wmyca.com 

Email: Lucy.Gosling@wmca.org.uk (WMCA officer)  

 

mailto:Lucy.Gosling@wmca.org.uk

